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THE OFFICIAL CALL TO THE 2011 ANNUAL

CONFERENCE

OF THE WESTERN STATES REGION

SEPTEMBER 30, OCTOBER 1 & 2

Sowing the Seeds of Friendship Through Federation

CAROL LOPEZ, President

T0 ALL CLUBMEMBERS OF WSR:


This is your personal invitation to attend the 2011 Western States Region Conference to be held in the Mile High City, Denver, Colorado at the Sheraton Denver West.   Gather your members – get your bags packed, make your reservations and join us for an educational and fun-filled conference.  Chairman Bessie Konishi and Colorado State President Kate LeMere have a variety of events planned for you.  This conference is aimed at networking with WSR friends, exchanging ideas with your sisters in Federation and continuing to learn more about the new and established programs of GFWC.


Our GFWC International President, Carlene Garner will be our guest speaker for Saturday evening and Mary Ellen Laister, GFWC President-elect will be our guest speaker for Saturday lunch.  You will have the opportunity to become better acquainted with both our special ladies. 


Come early as the tours are varied with exciting and interesting places.  On Thursday - tour and lunch at Celestial Seasonings Tea - tour of Coors Beer and for those quilters, a tour of the Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum.    Friday - learn about our Federal money, see the beautiful capitol building and have lunch at a Victorian mansion.   Shopping is nearby.  Friday afternoon there will be a Leadership Workshop and the Board of Directors meeting.  Superb entertainment for Friday & Saturday evenings.


Our Conference is full of informative and special workshops, meet and greet our LEADS graduates, elect our 2012-14 officers and hear from our State Presidents. Be sure to bring your husbands or partners with you to enjoy the tours. Special tours are arranged for the Boosters when the members begin their conference.  


On Sunday our featured speaker will be Jake Norton who is a well known, motivational speaker who will have you laughing, crying and learning lessons you can apply to your daily lives.  Don’t miss him!!  To learn about him, go to the internet.  


Join us for this WSR Conference.  Club members are the backbone of our organization.  Don’t forget that everyone has a vote at WSR.  Every club member is assured to have fun, learn and return home motivated from your Rocky Mountain experience.


I look forward to meeting and greeting each of you.          Carol.

WESTERN STATES REGION CONFERENCE

SEPTEMBER 30 – OCTOBER 2, 2011

DENVER, COLORADO

Place:  Sheraton Denver West

             360 Union Blvd.

             Lakewood, CO 80228

             888-627-7027 (Code FEE28A)

             Hotel Deadline – August 29, 2011

DEADLINE FOR WSR REGISTRATION:  September 3, 2011

Airport:  DENVER INTERNATIONAL


Shuttle – www.supershuttle.com (Discount code D8733)

                              1-800-286-3826

TOURS & GENERAL INFORMATION:


 Refer to WSR Region Conference Information page

QUESTIONS:   Contact WSR Conference Chairman Bessie Konishi at 



719-580-9432 Or Email:  2-d-mall@usa.net

 WSR President, Carol Lopez at 925-785-3395 or Email: cartom3247@att.net




 

Thursday, September 29, 2011: Tour

Friday, September 30, 2011

8:30 – 2:30     Tour and Lunch

3:30 – 4:30  
Leadership Workshop:  Presented by Patty Benskin, GFWC Leadership 


  


     Committee Member
4:35 – 5:15  
Region Board of Directors Meeting



(All State Presidents, WSR Officers & Chairmen & Committee Members)

6:00 – 7:00 
Gathering and Greeting

6:45

(Processional line-up for Colorado, GFWC International & WSR Officers)

7:00  PM 
Colorado State Night – (Heart of the Rockies)




Wear Some Red (Cocktail Attire)



Official Opening of WSR Conference:  Carol Lopez, WSR President



Welcome:  Kate LeMere, Colorado State President



Greetings:  Carlene Garner, GFWC International President,




   -  Mary Ellen Laister, GFWC President-elect



Grace:   Sigrid Laird, WSR Spiritual Values Chairman



Dinner



Entertainment:  LaBella Brass Quintet



Opportunity Drawings:  WSR Fund Raising Committee

Saturday, October 1, 2011

7:45 – 8:45 AM

· 2010-2012 Region President & State Presidents

(Meet with Carlene Garner, GFWC International President)

· 2012-2014 GFWC Incoming Region President & Incoming State Presidents (Meet with Mary Ellen Laister,  GFWC President-Elect,)
9:00 – 10:30 AM
Opening Business Session
(Business Attire)




Presiding:  Carol Lopez, President




Call to Order:



Thought for the Day:   Sigrid Laird, WSR Spiritual Values 







Chairman


Presentation of Colors:  VFW Post 9644 from Englewood, CO


National Anthem:  Linda McNutt, WSR Music Director


Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America




By:  Ruth Baty, GFWC Nevada State President


Welcome:  Kate LeMere, Colorado State President

Official Welcome to Colorado:  Mayor Murphy of Lakewood, CO


Response:  Betty Skladal, Alaska State President-elect 


  (Alaska – WSR Region Host in 2012)





Introductions:  Carol Lopez, WSR President

Business:


Preliminary Credentials Report:  Bess Stevenson, WSR Credentials 


Committee Chairman


Presentation of Conference Rules:  Joan Reed, WSR Parliamentary 


Advisor



Presentation of Conference Program: Bessie Konishi, WSR Conference 



Chairman 2011



Minutes/Correspondence:  Bonnie Walden, WSR Secretary


Appointment to Approve Minutes (3 WSR Members)



Election of 2012-2014 Officers:  




Nominations of Officers:  Presentation by:  Martha Curwen, 




Chairman of the Nominating Committee






       Candidates for 2012 – 2014:




Treasurer – Patty Benskin, Wyoming




Treasurer – Cheryl Holman, Washington




Secretary – Cathi Poer, Nevada




Vice President – Bonnie Walden, Washington




President – Kathy Janssen, Alaska

Report of Region Officers:




Carol Lopez, WSR President



Kathy Janssen, WSR Vice President



Bonnie Walden, WSR Secretary



Cathi Poer, WSR Treasurer


Flowers from Planting the Seeds – State Presidents:  Presented by Vice 



President, Kathy Janssen

10:45 – 11:45
 Platform Workshop – Guiding your Members into the Future: 



Presented by Patty Benskin, GFWC Leadership Committee 




Member & Vicki Holden, GFWC Membership Committee Member

11:45 – 12:15
  Promoting, Publicizing & Publishing – Keys to Successful Public 


  Relations:  Presented by Phyllis Salzburg, Communications & Identity 




         Committee Member

12:15 - 12:45
  Break:  Visit the Fund Raising Room

12:45 – 2:00      Luncheon:  “Fall Beauty”



  
Presiding:  Carol Lopez, WSR President


  
Introductions:  Carol Lopez, WSR President


  
Grace:  Sigrid Laird, WSR Spiritual Values Chairman


  
Speaker:  Mary Ellen Laister, GFWC President-elect 


2:15 – 4:00
  Business Meeting



  Reports

2:15


Flowers from Planting the Seeds (State Presidents) Presented by: 




Kathy Janssen, WSR Vice President

2:40


Leadership Education & Development Seminar (LEADS) 





 Presented by Patty Benskin, GFWC Leadership Committee 





Member

3:00


GFWC Signature Project:  Domestic Violence Awareness and 





Prevention  





Presented by:  Trudy Wittman, GFWC SokicoWoman’s 




Club, WA

3:15


The Value of Your Federation & Belonging to GFWC:





Presented by Carlene Garner, GFWC International 






President

3:35


Juniors’ Special Project: Advocates for Children:  TBD

3:40


GFWC Chairmen or GFWC Committee Members from WSR

· Bessie Konishi, International Laison Committee Chairman
· Cheryl Martin, Chairman of WHRC
4:00 – 4:45                  Workshops


GFWC Partners: 

· Canine Companions for Independence

· Prevent Child Abuse America

6:00 – 7:00           Gathering and Greetings

(6:45)                    Processional Line-Up


(GFWC & WSR Officers, State Presidents & Past GFWC



& WSR Presidents)

7:00 – 9:00            Banquet:   “Mile High Glam”  (cocktail attire)

Welcome & Introductions:  Carol Lopez, WSR President

Grace:  Sigrid Laird, WSR Spiritual Values Chairman

Dinner


Presentation of Jennie Award Nominees: Presented by WSR President, 
Carol Lopez


Speaker: Carlene Garner, GFWC International President 


“GFWC Myths and Legends”


Entertainment:  Wendy Woo (folk and funk to jazz and blues)


Opportunity Drawings:  WSR Fund Raising Committee
9:00 PM
Reception:  Honoring GFWC and Region Officers



President’s Suite

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2011

8:00 – 11:30
Breakfast: “Climbing the Mountain of Success for GFWC”  




(Wear GFWC Apparel for the Road)


Presiding:  Carol Lopez, WSR President

Music Selections:  Linda McNutt, WSR Music Director

Grace:  Sigrid Laird, WSR Spiritual Values Chairman


Breakfast

· Flowers from Planting the Seeds: (State Presidents) Presented by Kathy Janssen, WSR Vice President
· Motivating you to Reach New Heights – Presented by Jake Norton, a professional climber, guide photographer & outstanding motivational speaker.   (Don’t miss this!)

· Final Credential Report:  Bess Stevenson, WSR Credentials Chairman

· Invitation to the 2012 WSR Region Conference:  Presented by Julie Wold and Betty Skladal,  Alaska

· Unfinished Business

· Closing Remarks:  Mary Ellen Laister, GFWC President-elect and Carlene Garner, GFWC International President, 

· A Collect for Clubwomen

· Let There Be Peace on Earth: Led by Linda McNutt, WSR Music Director
· Adjournment of the 2011 WSR Region Conference

WESTERN STATES REGION CONFERENCE
SHERATON DENVER WEST HOTEL   360 UNION BLVD.      LAKEWOOD, CO 80228

For reservation:  Call 888-627-7027.   Request General Federation of Women’s Clubs-Western States Region block or Group Code: FEE28A.  RESERVATION DEADLINE:  August 29, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. (local time at Sheraton Denver West).

Singles/Doubles   $119           Triples   $l29           Quads   $139             Club  $159              Suites   $279 and up 

Rates do not include applicable state and local taxes, currently 10.6.  Rates will be available 2 days prior to and 2 days after the Conference, subject to availability of guest rooms at time of reservation.  The Sheraton has a complimentary health club with an indoor pool, cardio area, weight room and hot tub.  Aura Spa & Wellness Center offers massage, manicure, pedicure, body treatments and hair services.  There is also a car rental desk.                                                                                                                                                                                          
TOUR INFORMATION
BOULDER/GOLDEN TOUR –THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 – 8:30 A.M.  First to Leanin’ Tree Museum and Sculpture Garden.  In addition to the Leanin’ Tree greeting cards, there are hundreds of Western art and sculptures.  Then to Celestial Seasonings Tea and tour of the facilities with a great gift shop.  We will eat lunch there.  On to Golden for a tour of Coors Beer and a taste of different beers and then to the Rocky Mountain Quilt Museum.  Back to the Sheraton around 5:00 p.m. and dinner on your own.  There are a number of restaurants within walking distance of the Sheraton or the hotel shuttle will take you within a 5 mile radius.  Please ask at the Hotel desk for suggestions.  The Sheraton also has Red Rocks Grille, Red Rocks Lounge, and a Starbucks Kiosk.

DENVER TOUR—FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30  - 8:30 A.M.  A Billion Dollar Experience! We will tour the Federal Reserve-Denver Branch and learn how our Federal Reserve System works.  To go into the Vault, everyone needs an I.D. (driver’s license or passport).  We also need to turn in a list of all persons on the Tour and the name on the list MUST match the I.D.  VERY IMPORTANT: If you are going on this Tour, please make sure you put your name as written on your driver’s license or passport on the WSR Conference Registration Form.  We will also tour the State Capitol and downtown Denver.  Then to the Grant/Humphries Mansion for an elegant Victorian Tea.  Back to the Sheraton around 3:00 p.m.

BOOSTER TOUR – SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1.  Tours to Bandimere Speedway and Dinosaur Ridge.  Further information: Call Andy at 720-454-0950 or andrewcharrington@gmail.com.   Boosters are encouraged to go on the Boulder/Golden and Denver Tours and to attend the Sunday morning session.

PLEASE NOTE:  Featured speaker on Sunday morning will be Jake Norton.  Jake is a professional climber, guide photographer and motivational speaker.  He has climbed Mount Rainier, McKinley and Everest and was part of the 1999 discovery of pioneer climber, George Mallory’s remains on Mount Everest.  His presentations are anything but dull as he brings audiences out of their seats and onto Everest with him!

AIRPORT SHUTTLE

Shuttle from Denver Airport:  Pre-arrange shuttle online at www.supershuttle.com entering the discount Code D8733.  Or call: 1-800-BLUEVAN (286-3826) and give the discount Code D8733 to the call taker.  Price:  $50 round trip per person, $29 one way.  Arriving in Denver, proceed to the SuperShuttle ticket counter in the main terminal on Level 5 (same as baggage claim) to receive your tickets.  You will be directed to the van loading area.

IMPORTANT:  Remember Denver and surrounding area is a “mile high” or higher!  Please drink plenty of water.  Evenings are cool.  Wear comfortable shoes on the Tours and suggested apparel is GFWC logo emblems.

QUESTIONS:  Contact Bessie Konishi  719-580-9432  e-mail:  2-d-mall@usa.net 
2011 GFWC WESTERN STATES REGION CONFERENCE

September 30-October 1 & 2                    Sheraton Denver West - Lakewood, Colorado

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  SEPTEMBER 3, 2011               $5.00 LATE FEE AFTER DEADLINE

                                                        PLEASE USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH ATTENDEE

Name_____________________________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________________________State______________Zip Code__________

Phone________________________E-mail:_____________________________________________________

Federation Title(s)___________________________________________________________________________

                            (Please list your current positions  (GFWC, WSR , District, State, Club, Booster)

                                                                       CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FEE

Three days $15.00     One day $5.00    GFWC MEMBERS ONLY    


                 _________                                                              ___________

                                                                               TOUR REGISTRATION

Thursday, September 29               Boulder/Golden Tour (includes lunch)                    $50.00     ________

Friday, September 30                     Denver Tour (includes lunch)                                 $60.00     ________                 

BOOSTER TOURS

Saturday, October 1     Bandimere Speedway/Dinosaur Ridge    Mark (Yes/No)     Individual cost

                                                                             MEAL REGISTRATION

Please indicate any special dietary needs_____________________________________________

Friday, September 30     Colorado State Night Dinner “Heart of the Rockies”           $50.00           ___________

Saturday, October 1        Lunch                                                                                    $30.00          ___________

Saturday, October 1        WSR Banquet                                                                        $45.00           ___________

Sunday, October 2           Breakfast                                                                                $25.00           __________                   

    TOTAL            __________       

Make check payable to:  GFWC Colorado.     Send check and form to:

                    Linda Palmgren       50026 County Road C         Center, CO 81125-9241

                    Phone:  719-754-2557        Cell:  719-850-1012    E-mail:  rlpalmgren@earthlink.net
NOTE:  NO REFUNDS AFTER SEPT. 16, 2011 (TOURS AND MEALS).  CANCELLATION FEE OF $5.00 PRIOR TO SEPT. 16.
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